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LOCAL BUSINESS

Sharing Our World
with Animals. ...

recall as a child listening to a Karen
Carpenter song where the lyrics

ran, ‘Bless the beasts and the children,

for in this world they have no £hoice

Isn’t that the truth? Children and
animals are completely at our mercy, and
any hot polar bear that is feeling the effects
of global warming need look no further
than at us — the culprits of the imposition
on his natural territory. In fact, it was Rob-
ert Redford who said to Meryl Streep in
the epic Im “Out of Africa‘it's only man
who does things badly.”

Dr. Daniel Slaton is the new owner of
Westlake Village Animal Hospital, the
Animal and Bird Wellness Center, and
he is one of many experts who balance
the cynics’ statements by saying, “there’s

also a lot that humans do well when it
comes to the relationship between them
and animals.” Having already entrenched
himself in many pet owners’ hearts with
his extraordinary understanding of both
humans and animals, Dr. Slaton says,
“dogs truly are our best friends. If we
treat them properly, and realize that like
children, they need structure, boundar-
ies and routine, they are a joy to have
around. Dogs respond so well to training.
They love it when you show them what to
do, and then reward them with love and
affection for being good.”

Dr. Tiffany Margolin, who special-
izes in avian and exotic animals, is Dr.
Slaton’s veterinary colleague, and she
endorses this advice saying, “there’s no
such thing as a neurotic animal. Animals
that are domesticated develop psycho-
logical disorders if their owners behave
neurotically.” Dr. Slaton continues, “you
only have to look at the Michael Vicks’
Pitt-Bull Terrier asco last year to rec-
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ognize that when dogs are mistreated as
those were, rehabilitating them is going to
take a great deal of care and compassion
in order for those dogs to feel secure again.
| think that Pitt-Bulls have suffered from
such a bad reputation. They are not in-
nately mean, but their rearing is critical to
how they're going to respond and react to
situations. Virtually any dog can ip if you
push them.”

Westlake Village has many superb vet-
erinarians who nd this area particularly
appealing because people are genuinely kind
and caring towards their pets. Dr. Slaton
concurs, “we see so much heart in pet owners
here and they pay keen attention to preven-
tative medical care for their pets. Being well
educated, they know that the early detection
of any disease is key to combating it. As
veterinarians, that gives us the opportunity
to do so much more holistically and scientk
cally to help animals.”

Treating our planet with respect has

“The really positive
aspect about adopting
a rescue animal is that

they are so grateful
and appreciative when

you rescue them. It's
almost like they never
stop thanking you
for getting them out
of that cage and into
a loving home. It's so
wonderful to see so

many Westlake people

going that route, and

we have never had any-
thing but positive feed-

back.”

become a serious issue as we progress into keenly aware of the long-term effects of
the 22 century. Both humans and animals
suffer from the effects of environmental
toxins that exist in pesticides and chemi-
cals that we've pumped into the ocean,
ground and atmosphere. Dr. Slaton is

those poisons and advises people on how
to avoid toxins in their pets’ diets.

We debate the topic of pet owners decid-
ing whether to bring into their families a
rescue animal or a ‘purebred’ puppy from

a breeder. Both doctors concur; “The really
positive aspect about adopting a rescue
animal is that they are so grateful and
appreciative when you rescue them. It's
almost like they never stop thanking you
for getting them out of that cage and into

a loving home. It's so wonderful to see so
many Westlake people going that route,
and we have never had anything but posi-
tive feedback.” Dr. Slaton says, “I happen
to have a ‘purebred’ English Mastiff, and

I love him. The key to choosing the right
puppy when you pick one from a liter is to
watch how they behave, even at that young
age. If you see aggression in a two-month-
old puppy, it's not going to go away. Be
wise and pick a puppy that shows no signs
of anything deviant.”

On the eve of going to press, we receive(
a call from a Westlake resident, Mark Lit-
man, whose critically-ill dog had to be put
to sleep at 11:00 in the night. Mark says,
“Dr. Slaton is truly a ‘rare breed'. | view
him as a veterinary psychologist because
he came to our home in the middle of
the night, knowing that we were all in
distress. He worked with my family’s
emotions and needs and understood how
much a huge part of our family life our
dog was.” Dr. Slaton’s response is, “l get
it. Our animals add a huge dimension to
our happiness. They give us nothing but
unconditional love, and they never hold
grudges against us. What | realized with
the Litmans and other families is that
when you have a 16-year-old son who'’s
grown up with a pet, the death of that ani-
mal is the closing of a childhood chapter.
It's signi cant. As for many adults, it's the
loss of a family member.”

When you live in such a civilized envi-
ronment as we live in, the derivatives you
hope to enjoy are people who understand
all the signi cant and pertinent interplays
that exist between humans, animals and
the environment. Education and compas-
sion in humans have always elicited favor-
able results. As pet owners in this area, we
rate highly in the animal-care arena. Let's
hope we get better at balancing all the fac-
tors that are critical to the planet’s survival.
Dr. Slaton is solution-oriented, optimistic,
and believes in a balanced approach to
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